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We show, using quantum field theory (QFT), that performing a large number of identical
repetitions of the same measurement does not only preserve the initial state of the wave
function (the Zeno effect), but also produces additional physical effects. We first discuss
the Zeno effectin the framework of QFT, thatis, as a quantum field phenomenon. We then
derive it from QFT for the general case in which the initial and final states are different.
We use perturbation theory and Feynman diagrams and refer to the measurement act
as an external constraint upon the system that corresponds to the perturbative diagram
that denotes this constraint. The basic physical entities dealt with in this work are not
the conventional once-perfomed physical processes, butrtlieires repetition where

n tends to infinity. We show that the presence of these repetitions entails the presence of
additional excited state energies, and the absence of them entails the absence of these
excited energies.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The problem of obtaining additional physical effects only because of multiple
repetitions of the same measurement or interaction has been discussed both ana-
Iytically (Bixon, 1982; Giuliniet al,, 1996; Harris and Stodolsky, 1981; Misra and
Sudarshan, 1977; Pascazio and Namiki, 1994; Peres, 1989, Peres and Ron, 1990;
Simonius, 1978), and experimentally (Cook, 1988; Itahal., 1990; Kofman and
Kurizki 1996; Kurizki et al,, 1995; Wilkinsonet al, 1997). These phenomena,
in which one may preserve in time an initially prepared state or even “guide” its
time evolution to another final predetermined state (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980;
Facchiet al, 1999), in contrast to the known rules of quantum mechanics by which
the result of measurement cannot be known beforehand (Merzbacher, 1961), are
collectively termed quantum Zeno effect (Bixon, 1982; Cook, 1988; Gisliai.,

1996; Harris and Stodolsky, 1981; Itaabal., 1990; Kofman and Kurizki, 1996;
Kurizki etal, 1995; Misra and Sudarshan, 1977; Pascazid and Namiki, 1994; Peres,
1989; Peres and Ron, 1990; Simonius, 1978). They were discussed exclusively at
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the level of either the Schroedinger equation (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980; Giulini
et al, 1996; Misra and Sudarshan, 1977), or by using the density matrix (Bixon,
1982; Harris and Stodolsky, 1981; Simonius, 1978). In this work we describe these
phenomena, using specific examples, in the context of quantum field theory. More-
over, it has been shown (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980), using the spin example, that
these repetitions not only preserve or guide to some predetermined state but also
may result in entirely new effects as will be explained. We show, using quantum
field theory, that this is indeed the case and not only in the spin case. We show
this for the two most discussed cases in relation to the many body problem in
guantum field theory (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976): (1) The many body system
in which the constituent particles are not interacting with one another, but are
submitted to an external potentidl, and (2) The many body system in which
the constituent particles are interacting with one another. In both cases the single
particle propagator can be represented by an infinite series from which we can
get the energies and the lifetime of the relevant system (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck,
1976). By “single particle propagator” we mean especially the specific Green
functioniG ™ (ky, ki, t2 — t1)i,>t, Which is the probability amplitude that if at the
time t; we add a particle in sta#, (r) to the system in its ground state, then at
the timet, the system will be found in its ground state with an added particle in the
statefy, (r) (Mattuck, 1976). The propagatt® *(ka, ki, t2 — t1)i,>t, is termed the
“dressed” or “clothed” propagator to differentiate it from the free (bare) propagator
iGaL(kz, ki, t2 — t1),>t, Which has the same meaning of a probability amplitude as
that ofi G (ky, ki, to — t1)1,>t,, but with no perturbing interaction resulting from ei-
ther an external potential or from some interaction among the particles composing
the system.

We remarkthatthe “clothed” propagator is conventionally estimated (Mattuck,
1976), (Mahan, 1993) by summing to an infinite order over some selective series
which is always characterized by the same basic diagram (from a very large num-
ber of possible diagrams) repeated to all orders. From the sum over this series one
derives physical results like the ground and excited energy states of the system
(Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976). That is, the physical phenomena appear after sum-
ming to infinite order over this set of series of repetitions of the same diagram.
There exists a large number of examples corroborating this. The known Hartree
(Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976) and Hartree-Fock (Mattuck, 1976), (Mahan, 1993)
quantum field realizations of physical phenomena are the results of summing to an
infinite order over only the same repeated diagram. That is, over only the bubble
terms (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976) in the first case, and over only the bubble
and open oyster terms in the second case (Mattuck, 1976). Likewise, the random
phase approximation method (RPA) is based upon summing over only the terms
called the ring terms (Mattuck, 1976). The basic phonon relations are derived
(Mattuck, 1964, 1976) from summing to an infinite order over only the same re-
peated (to all orders) process which represents the Einstein constant frequency
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phonon. The plasmon characteristics have been derived by summing over only the
“pair bubbles” terms (Mattuck, 1976). Even the two particle propagator is handled
by summing over only what is termed the ladder terms (Mattuck, 1976). For all
the above and many other cases this summing over the same repeated process
results in a new particle, the quasiparticle (Mattuck, 1976), with a characteris-
tic energy, an effective mass, and a finite lifetime. These infinite repetitions over
the same process dress the initial “bare” particle and transform it to another one
with different energy, mass, and lifetime. We will show in Section 3 that if we
have no repetitions then we have also no quasiparticles and no excited energy
states.

In the following we refer to the measurement process as a constraint that
is externally imposed upon the system so that the experiment corresponds to the
Feynman diagram that signifies this constraint. In such a way we may use the
formalism of the perturbative quantum field theory, and especially the summing
to all orders process, for discussing these experiments and their repetitions. Each
order of the perturbative sum, for example order 3 of the Feynman diagram that
denotes the bubble process, corresponds to performing three times the analogous
experiment that reproduce this process in the same time interval. Thus, the higher
order terms of the purterbative series correspond to repeating this experiment a
large number of times in the same given time interval which is the Zeno process.
Thatis, we may regard the higher order terms of the selective series of perturbative
QFT as corresponding to the Zeno processes of the experiment that reproduces the
interaction that is symbolized by the Feynman diagram related to this series. We
note that the same equivalence has enabled Aharonov and Vardi (1980) to assign
physical meaning to the Feynman paths.

Thus, according to the previous discussion, the starting point will not be
the general series which is not summable (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976), but a
selective series which is generally a series of only one process (from actually a
very large number of possible processes) and all its different orders. Here, in order
to emphasize this element of repetition and its essential role in the formation of the
Zeno effect (Bixon, 1982; Giulingt al., 1996; Harris and Stodolsky, 1981; Misra
and Sudarshan, 1977; Pascazio and Namiki, 1994; Peres, 1989; Peres and Ron,
1990; Simonius, 1978), we discuss a special version of the last series in which the
terms of these series are not all the orders of the once performed relevantinteraction,
but all the orders of the n times repetitions of @s will be explained in the
following sections. Also, using the bubble and open-oyster examples we illustrate
the Aharonov—Vardi conclusion (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980), with respect to spin
rotations, that even when the physical mechanisms (potentials and interactions),
that cause the time evolutions of the physical systems, are absent, nevertheless, the
large number of repetitions of the “measurement” of the corresponding observables
induces this type of time evolution. In our case we obtain, by these repetitions, an
induced continuous spectrum of excited state energies in a finite interval.
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In Section 2 use is made of the vacuum amplituRig) (Mahan, 1993;
Mattuck, 1976) and the unique nature of the Zeno effect (Aharonov and Vardi,
1980; Simonius, 1978) to show this effect for the bubble process (Mahan, 1993;
Mattuck, 1976), and for the general unlinked diagram witlidentical links
(Mattuck, 1976). In Section 3 the Zeno effect is shown also for the case in which
the initial and final states of the system are different. This is demonstrated for the
specific open-oyster process (Mattuck, 1976), and for the general case of different
initial and final states of the system in which the amplitude has a value greater than
unity.

2. THE ZENO EFFECT OF THE BUBBLE PROCESS

The vacuum amplitude, as defined in the literature (see, for example, (Mahan,
1993; Mattuck, 1976)), takes into account all the various processes that lead from
the ground state, back to the same state. Here, in order to discuss the Zeno effect
(Aharonov and Vardi, 1980; Itaret al., 1990; Misra and Sudarshan, 1977) which
is characterized by a large number of repetitions of the same process, we adopt a
restricted vacuum amplitude formalism that involves repetitions of only one par-
ticular process. As we have pointed out, the Hartree and Hartree-Fock procedures,
for example, belong to this category.

As mentioned, our basic diagram is thidmes repetitions of the process that
begins and ends at the same state, where in the limit of dense measuneemats
to be a very large number. That is, this basic diagram is, actually, composed of
identical parts. Thus, the terms of the infinite series representing the vacuum am-
plitude must signify the different orders of this basitimes-repeated interaction.

The first term of this infinite series is the free term when no interaction occurs
in the time interval { — tp) (we specify the initial time byg). The value of this

first term of the vacuum amplitude is unity (Mattuck, 1976), since it expresses the
fact that in the unperturbed case the probability amplitude for the quantum system
to stay in its ground state is unity. The second term denotes the basic diagram,
just described. The third term denotes the probablity whemthisies-repeated
interaction is performed twice in the time intervalA ty) etc. As an example for

this process we take the bubble interaction (Haken, 1981; Mahan, 1993; Mattuck,
1976) in which an external potential lifts the system at the tiroat of its initial

statel creating a hole, and instantaneously puts it back in, destroying the hole. In
the energy-time representation the probability amplitude for the occurence of the
bubble process is given by (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976).

t
Loubbiell, t) = —i / ViG™ (I, ty —ty) dty, 1)

to

whereV,, is the external potential that transmits the system from the ktaek
again to the same stateV,, does not depends anso it can be moved out of
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the integral sign in Eq. (1). The point correlation functi@h (I, t; —t;) is the
probability amplitude that at the timg a hole in statd has been added and
instantaneously removed (destroyed) from the system in its ground state (Mahan,
1993; Mattuck, 1976). The value & (I, t; — t;) is —1 (see Mattuck, 1976). The
minus sign in Eq. (1) is for the fermion loop (Mattuck, 1976) of the bubble process.
The integration time fronty to t is the time it takes this process to occur. If this
bubble interaction is repeatedtimes over the same total finite time- ty), we
obtain for the probability amplitude to find the system at tinte have the same
state it has at tim& (Haken, 1981; Mattuck, 1976)

t t
pubbiedl s ) = (—i)n/to VIGT(l,ty — tl)dt1/ VIG (I, tp — tp) dby

fo

th-1 1 t t
f \A.G-(I,tn—tn)dtn=<—i)“m/dtl dt,
. to to

to
t
[ duTo e eI @

to v
n

whereTp is the Dyson time ordered product operator (Enz, 1992; Mahan, 1993;
Mattuck, 1976). The division bg! is because we take into account all the possible
orders of the timeg, to, t3. . . t,. Here eachG~ has the same constant value (of
—1 as we have remarked), so we obtain from the equation (2)

Lol ) = E(E dt(—iG)V”)n 3)

n!

The last equation is the probability amplitude to find the system at the tiafter

it has been interacted upantimes by the same bubble interaction, to have the
same state it has at the tinie Now, as we have mentioned we must take into
account all the possible orders of thiimes repeated interaction. If, for example,
this nth order interaction is repeated two, three, and four times over the same
finite total time ¢ — tp), we obtain for the relevant probability amplitud&i)(

(A (e (=G, ()G (i di(—iG V)2, and G)(A (Jf dt(—iG™)

Vi )™?* respectively. The divisions by 2!, 3!, and 4! take into account the possible
time orders among thes¢h order interactions (repeated two, three, and four times)
besides the extnal times permutations for each suglimes repeated interaction.
We note that since, as we have remarked, eachmstiabrder interaction is treated
asthe basic interactiofts n parts are not time permuted with thparts of any other
identical basic interaction. Repeating thi order bubble processtimes, and
taking the former equations into account we obtain for the probability amplitude
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(denoted byP) to find the system in the timteto be in the same state it was in the
initial time to.

1 th ) n 1/1 t . n. 2
Poubbidl s 1) = 1+ m([to dt(—le)Vn) +Z(H< : dt(—IG)VII))
1/71 th L ny 3
“a( () e ) )+
o Ny n n
+n—1|<n—1|</t0 dt(—iG)V”)) =1+_Lbr:;)b'e

1 I-gubble ? 1 Lgubble : 1 LEubble "
+Z<T Tal e ) TR *)

We are interested in showing the existence of the Zeno effect in the limit of dense
measurement, that is, of a very langeWe obtain

LD 1/LD 2 /LD 3
; n T L bubble bubble = ( “bubble
lim Pl 1) = lim <1+ i 2'( .~ ) + 3!( ol ) + )

n
= lim exp(LLbb'e) =1 (5)
n—o0 n!
That is, the probability to remain with the initial state after all these interactions
is unity which is the Zeno effect (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980; Giudibal., 1996;
Harris and Stodolsky, 1981; Itaret al, 1990; Misra and Sudarshan, 1977; Peres
and Ron, 1990). We can generalize from the specific bubble interaction to a general
one. The only condition this general interaction has to fulfil is to start and end at the
same state, so that when it is repeatetmes, the resultingth order diagram is
composed oh unlinked identical links. Now, it is known (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck,
1976) that the value of an unlinked diagram withunlinked linksL is n| , NO
matter what is the character &f Thus, denoting our fundamental generalized
interaction byL, and repeating the same process, as we have done for the bubble
interaction, we obtain the following vacuum probability amplitulgn, (to start
and end at the same state) in the Zeno limit

. _ L 1/L™\?% 1/L"
nILmooPZE”O(t)ZnILmoo<l+_+2l( >+3|< )

1/Lm\" L"
"+H<H> 4 )—nleooexp< .):1 (6)

That is, the quantum Zeno effect may occur in the framework of quantum field
theory. This derivation is general in that we do not have to specify the fundamental
repeated interactioh.
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The same conclusion can also be obtained by considering the ground state
energy of the perturbed system which is obtained by using the vacuum amplitude
from Eq. (6). This ground state energy is obtained from the following relation,
known as the linked cluster theorem (Mattuck, 1976)

. . d

Eo=Wo + t_}!l@_in)l dt(ln R(t)), (7)
whereW, is the ground state energy of the unperturbed Hamiltonian corresponding
to the unperturbed ground staigwhich is assumed to be the initial state of the
system, and; is a positive infinitesimal such that- co=o00, andn-C =0 for
any finiteC. The limitt — oco(1 — in) means that first the value ofis set to
T(1—in) and then we takd — oo (see Appendix C in Mattuck, 1976R(t),
in our case, is th&zend(t) from Eq. (6). One sees from the general linked cluster
expansion given, for example, by Mattuck (1976, p. 110) that the expansion (6)
results from including only the bubble contribution. Thus, substituting in Eq. (7)
for R(t) (Pzend(t) from Eq. (6)) we obtain (Mattuck, 1976)

. . d . ul ) .d
Eo=Wo+ lim |a<ln<llme->_wo+ lim )|a(ln(1))_wo

t—o0(1—in) n— oo t—oo(1-in
(8)
Thus, we see that in the Zeno limit the initial energy (the initial state) is preserved.
This is true for any general procelsssuch that when repeatadimes the value of
its n unlinked parts diagram (we are restricted here to the vacuum amplitude case)
is % All we have to do is to use the gene@lendt) from Eq. (6), and Eq. (7).
The result we obtain is identical to Eq. (8).

All our discussion thus far of the bubble Zeno effect uses the vacuum ampli-
tude, and so is restricted to the case where the initial and final states of the system
were the ground state. We generalize now to any other state and take into account
explicitly the unperturbed propagators which connect neighbouring interactions.
Here also our basic unit is, because of the Zeno effecthtimes-repeated bub-
ble interaction. This general bubble process is now more natural than the former,
since each bubble interaction is naturally related to the former and to the following
identical ones by connecting paths which are the free propagagpfis t, — t1)
defined as the free propagation of the system from the tjnb@t, without any
disturbance whatever. Thus, in order to accomodate to this situation we have to
multiply each fundamental bubble process given by Eq. (1) by the free propagators
Gk, t1 — to) andG{ (k, t2 — 1), the first leads from the initial timg to the time
of the interactiort; and the second from to the time after the interactidn, so
that Eq. (1) would be written as

t
LbubbidK, t) = —i / Viak Gg (K, t1 — to)Gg (K, t —t1)G (I, ty — ta) dty,  (9)
o

wherek is the initial and final state of each such fundamental bubble process. The
interaction is denoted now b that signifies that our system begins and ends
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at the same state creating and destroying a hole in sta{d the system interacts
only with an external potential then this interaction is denotedfyas is done for
the vacuum amplitude cas@jyy is a probability amplitude that does not depend
on time and is given by (Mattuck, 1976)

wmzfﬁmun/Wﬁwvu—n&wmx

andG~ has the same meaning as in the former case. The free propégdtort, —
t1) has the following value (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976)

—i Oy, e ialle—t) for ty#£t
Gt —t) = o' Ot for L2 (10)

with

_ 1 if >t
®I27t1 B {0 if bh<ty

Substituting from Eq. (10) into Eq. (9) we obtain
t . .
LoubbidK, t) =i / Vi €m0 gl g ¢4 —t)dy, (11)
to

Now, since we deal with identical repetitions of the same interaction a\Wthes

are the same. Also all thg’s are, for the same reason, identical to each other.
Moreover, we can take also the time differendgs<t,_1), especially for large

n, to be the same. Thus, taking these considerations into account, we write the
relevant modified form of Eq. (2) as follows

t 1 th-1
Lgubble(k’ t) = (—i)n f / .. f Vik - Vi G (I, t1 — )G (1, 2 — tp)
to Jto g T~

n

LG (I ty — ty) - e slimgTiadtt) | eriadt—tia) g, dt, | dt,

11 th-1
= ()" (Vi)' [G -G~ 3/./ / &1t gt diy . di,
o Jto

t pty th2 / @—ie(tr-1—to) 1
= (Vklkl)n/ / / < : S — )dtldtz...dtnl
to Jto to —lek (—ie)

elalw 1 t-t) (1)
(i)™ (mie)™ ! (mie)"2 (mie)"3 )

e—iek(t—to) n-1 (t _ tO)m )
(Sl 2 mi(—ig)n i

= (Vklkl)n(

(12)

= (Vklkl)n<
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Here, we have taken (Mattuck, 1976}iG~) = 1. Expanding the exponent
e 1«(t-%) jn g Taylor series we obtain from the last equation

ok ) = (Vg S — =0
bubbldKs t) = (Viaia) Zm!(—iek)”*lfm (13)

The left hand side of Fig. 1 shows tietimes repetitions of the bubble process
which is represented as a circle. These unconnected repetitions conform to Eq. (2).
The right hand side of the figure shows thestmes repetitions connected by
leading paths, and so they conform to Eq. (13).

We note that since what interests us in this work is the limit of very large
of thesen-times repeated interactions, represented by equations (12)—(13) in this
section and Eq. (28) in the following one, theseultiple interactions are to be
regarded as one connected unseparated process (see the discussion before Eq. (4))
and not as repetitions over improper self energy parts (Mattuck, 2936)we
can use the following Dyson’s equation (Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976) as we have
done in equations (18), (29), and (34).

t th-1 1 t t
dt; .. / dt,Hi(ty) ... Hi(ty) = — dtp... [ dt,Tp[Ha(ty) ... Ha(th)],

to to n' Jy to
(14)
whereTp is the Dyson’s time ordered product. The right hand side of Eq. (14) is
generally used because thig's do not commute. Here thid;’s take numerical
values (see equations (12), (13), and (28)), and so we do not have here any com-
mutation problems. Thus, the,ppidK, t) from Eq. (11), for example, could have
been written and substituted in Eq. (12) as

t
LoubbieK, t) =i / Vi €706 (1, 1y — ty) dty (15)
to

Note that for a general interaction, which is not of the bubble and open-oyster types
and so not of the kind that may be discussed in terms of the static or dynamic Zeno
effects (see the discussion after Eq. (24)), thefrom Eq. (14) do not assume
numerical values and we have to take into account commutation relations. In this
case the basic times repeated interactidrf’ will not assume the simple forms of
Eqg. (13) or (28) that lead directly to the sought-for Zeno results (see Egs. (18)—(20)
and (29)—(30)).

Now, we have to take into account all the possible orders ofntlienes
repeated interaction process given by Eq. (13). For example, the second-order

2The diagrams that represent repetitions over improper self energy parts can be separated into uncon-
nected self energy parts by removing the connecting particles lines. Generally, it is known (Mattuck,
1976) that such diagrams can not be summed over by using Dyson’s equation as we do below (see,
for example, equations (18) and (34)), since these improper diagrams would have to be counted more
than once (Mattuck, 1976).
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Fig. 1. The left hand side of the figure shows thémes repetitions of the
bubble process which is represented as a circle. The right hand side shows
thesen times repetitions connected to each other by leading paths. The initial
and final times are denoted on the graphs.
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process, is
+00 +00 m
—to) (t —to)P
K, 1) = (Vi) 1
(Lbueeid (6, 1) = (Vi) ;‘; ml( i€ )—1-m pl(—ig)n-1-P (1o
and thenth order process
+00 +00
(t _ to)m+p+ -+q
n?
(Lbuoie) (K, t) = (Viaki) mi;; Z { (mip! g (- )P —n—(mpta)’
u_\,——/

n n

17)
where the expressiom(+ p + - - - + q) containg1 terms. We want to demonstrate
the Zeno effect in the dense measurement limit, that is, for very larggo,
repeating thisith order bubble interaction to all orders, taking the former equations
into account, adding and subtracting 1, and using the Dyson’s equation we obtain
for the probability amplitude to find the system at titni& the same state it was
at the initial timety (compare with Eq. (5))

. . f 2
lim Pk, 1) = lim (LpiEe— 1+ 1+ Louniet (Lbubore)

ot (Lpope" + -+ = lim (nggble_ 1+ ;> Liceoe (18)
n—o0 1— Liubble

The last outcome is obtained by using the last results of Equations (12) and (13)
from which we obtain liM_ o L ope = 0. LIS is the probability amplitude
to begin and end at the same state without any interaction. This no-interaction
process, like the basic bubble interaction discussed here, nstiames-repeated
process. That isi,gfjgb,eis then times repetitions of the free propagator given by
Eq. (10), so that the time allocated for eacHg?. Thus,L{g,,, with the help
of Eg. (10) and in the Zeno limit where— oo, is

= lim (=i)"e770) (19)

. _ ieglt—tg)
Lgugble_ I|m ((—l)e B )n
From equations (18)—(19) we obtain for the Zeno limit of the probability of the
bubble process

gﬁgble’ =1 (20)
That is, in the limit of the Zeno effect we obtain for the bubble process, when it
is represented by either Eq. (1) (in the vacuum amplitude case) or by the more
general Eg. (9), a probability of unity to begin and end in the same state.
We must again note that taking into account only the bubble process, from the
large number of possible different processes, is the earlier Hartree method (Enz,

1992; Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976) of dealing with the interacting many body
system. But unlike this Hartree point of view in which the bubble interaction is
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taken once to all orders, here in order to emphasize the important role of these
identical repetitions to the Zeno effect this bubble interaction is takenes to all
orders where — oo. Now, we discuss the other (excited) states of the system. The
conventional procedure that yields the excited state energies is to find the poles
of the propagatoG,, .k, w) (Mattuck, 1976) which is the Fourier transform

of the propagato6; ., {K, t). The last propagator is the probability amplitude to
find the system at the timeafter interaction in the same state it has started from

at the timeto, and it is, for the Zeno process, no other than Bjg,,,. we found

in Eq. (18). Thus, we must transform this equation from the)(representation

to the k, w) one. We do this by finding theéx(w) representation of "¢, _from

Eq. (19) using the Fourier transform method

+oo t—t fei—tg)  iwit—tg) \ "
f ; ; 0\ _lalt-to) 0
Léﬁﬁme(k,W):nlew((—l)/o d( - )e o e >

- ei(w—ek+nid')(t—to) 4oo\ N . 1 n
=lm||({-— = lim (———
n—o00 W —ec+i8) /|, n—oo \ (W —+i8) — e
(-tg)

(21)
Thes in the exponent comes from multiplying IayA 2 , wheres is an infinites-
imal satisfyings - co =00, andé - c=0, (cis a constant) (Mattuck, 1976). We do
this in order to remain with a finite result for this exponent whees {y) — oo.
ThelL[ree (k, w) is then times repetitions of the free propaga@f (k, w) which
is the k, w) representation o&{ (k, t. — t;) from Eq. (10). We are interested in
the limit of very largen, and as seen from Eq. (21) wher> co we, actually, have
a pole for each value of that satisfiesw — ex| < 1, that is,ex — 1< w < ¢+ 1.
There are no excited energies outside this range. We note that in the many body
interaction picture the excited energyis equal to (Mattuck, 1976) the difference
between the excited state energy of the interading 1-particle system and the
ground state of the interacting-particle system. Thus, if the bubble process is
performed once and the selective series of this once performed process is summed
to all orders, as in the Hartree method, one obtains excited state energies at the
value given by Eq. (23). But when this bubble process is repeatades and
the selective series of thistimes repeated process is summed to all orders, as
we have just done in equation (12)—(18), we obtain from Eq. (21) excited state
energies for all values off that satisfy|w — €| < 1. That is, we obtain a large
number (continuum) of extra excited energies that has been amdgdecause
of these identical repetitions of the same bubble pracBisis mechanism of ob-
taining physical results as a consequence of just repeating the same process which
by itself, without these repetitions, does not yield these results has already been
noted in (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980) in connection with rotations that occur only
because of a large number of repetitions of the same measurement. Speaking in
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terms of quasiparticles (Mattuck, 1976) we can write then) representation of
Pouppidks t) from Eq. (18), using Eq. (21), as

nleoo P(;'uasipartiCIé(k’ W) = <m> (22)

(8)~t is the lifetime of the quasiparticle, and sintés small §)~1 is very large,
so these quasiparticles with the extra excited energies just mentioned have a very
large lifetime. We must note that the relevant excited state enemgigobtained
when the bubble process is performed once and the selective series of this once
performed process is summed to all orders is just the Hastggg(Mattuck, 1976).

Wpole = €k + Vkik — i 8 (23)

When the bubble process is repeatetiimes, then as can be seen from equations
(13), (18)—(19), and (21)—(22) the,oe's obtained do not depend on any potential

V. This, as we have remarked, is in accord with the Aharonov—Vardi conclusion
(Aharonov and Vardi, 1980) that the physical mechanisms that trigger the time
evolutions of the system do not play an essential role, since the mere large number
of repetitions of the same measurement is the cause of this time evolution. We
note that Aharonov and Vardi show this for the Séiparticle example, but it is
obvious from their representation that this conclusion is a general one. We have
shown this for the bubble process for which a large number of repetitions results
in excited energies that do not depend upon any potential. We show in the next
section that if we have no repetitions then we do not have any excited energies.

In summary, we find that when the interaction involved does not end at the
same state it has began from and if it is not repeated then no excited state results
from such an interaction (see Egs. (31)—(32) in the next section and the discussion
that follows). If this interaction begins and ends at the same state as in the Hartree
model then a single pol& = ¢, + Vi is found (see Eq. (23)). And when this
interaction is repeateN times then in the limit oN — oo one find a continuum
of poles (cut) for all values ofv that satisfyjw — ex| < 1, wheregy is the energy
by which the involved system propagates during the interaction. That is, as has
been remarked in (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980) the large number of repetitions
produces new stable physical effects (see also Eq. (22) and the discussion that
follows it) that do not appear in the absence of them. And the larger the number
of these repetitions on the same time interval, as in the discussion here in which
the repeated interaction is not taken by itself but byNtsime repetitions where
N — oo, the larger is the new stable physical effect as the cut found here (see
Egs. (21)-(22) and the relevant discussion there) instead of the single pole of the
Hartree model. We note that the quasiparticles related to these poles have a very
long lifetime so that once they are formed they do not decay fast.
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3. THE ZENO EFFECT AND THE OPEN-OYSTER PROCESS

We, now, show that we can apply the Zeno effect (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980;
Facchietal,, 1999; Itancet al, 1990; Misra and Sudarshan, 1997; Simonius, 1978)
also for the general case, where the system ends at thé ittnseme specific state
which is not identical to the initial one from which it has started at the tgnkn
this context we do not use the standard Zeno effect at a state (where the system
returns to the same state it has started from), as discussed in the previous section,
but apply a Zeno effect along some definite Feynman path of possible states in
the sense of Aharonov and Vardi (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980). That is, if we do
dense measurement along any definite Feynman path of states then we make it
actual in the sense that its probability amplitude is unity. Here we begin at some
predetermined initial state and end at another predetermined final one. This aspect
of the quantum Zeno effect in which the evolution of the relevant quantum system
is guided by means of dense measurement, to the corresponding prefixed final
state is termed in (Faccleit al, 1999) the dynamical quantum Zeno effect, in
contrast to the usual quantum Zeno effect (in which the system starts and ends at
the same state) which is termed in (Facehal, 1999) the static quantum Zeno
effect.

The propagator in this general case is the probability amplitude that if the
system begins at the initial timgin a specific state, then it will be found at another
specific one at the later time As in the former section, in order to emphasize
the important role of repetitions for the Zeno effect, the basic diagram is the
times repetitions of this interaction, where in the limit of dense measurement
becomes very large number. Thus, the terms of the infinite series representing the
propagator signify the different orders of thisrepeated-interaction. In this case
the repetitions is along some definite path connecting the initial and final states,
and not local repetition as in the bubble example.

We choose, as in the bubble case, some example that may be described from
two points of view. One is the situation when the interaction is triggered by an
external potential that actg 2n, 3n times etc. The other, more natural, interac-
tion is that caused by the correlations between different particles that comprise
the system. Unlike the bubble case, in both points of view there must be a con-
necting path between any two neighboring interactions since they are not iden-
tical to each other, as will be explained in detalil later. Here the initial state of
each such interaction is not identical to the initial state of the former lmurtetp
its final state The only difference between the external potential situation and
the correlation-between-particles one is in the character of the interaction which
in the former case is denoted b, that is, a particle that begins at st&tés
interacted upon by an external potential that changes its state to thétah-
pare with the external potential situation of the bubble case in which a particle
begins and ends at the same state, and therefore the external potential is denoted
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by Vkk). In the correlation-between-particles situation this interaction is denoted by
Vikk (Mattuck, 1976; compare with thé, of the correlation-between-particles
situation of the bubble case).

A fundamental interaction in which the system ends at the tinmea state
different from the one with which it has started from at the initial titpas,
for example, what is termed the open-oyster diagram (Mattuck, 1976). We must
remark that this interaction is calculated to be (Mattuck, 1976) as one in which the
particle that left the interaction site at the later tiinis in the same statle with
which another particle enters the interaction site at the initial tjridevertheless,
we discuss here another version of this interaction in which the particle that leaves
the interaction site at the timeis in the statd > k, and not in the initial oné.
We also call this interaction open-oyster. In the external potential version of this
interaction an incoming particle at stdteenters the potential region at the time
to. Then at timet the potential knocks another particle out of the statato
statel, thus creating a particle in stdteand a hole in statl. At the same time
the particle ink is knocked into the hole ih, and thus annihilated with it. The
particle inl continues propagating out of the potential region. This process is
referred to as an exchange scattering (Mattuck, 1976), compared to the forward
scattering of the bubble process in which the particle emerges in the same direction
(i.e, momentum state) as it has entered. On the right hand side of Fig. 2 we see this
open-oyster interaction, and on the left hand side of it wenggees repetitions of
this process over the same time interval(). In the energy-time representation
the probability amplitude for the occurence of the open-oyster process is given by
(Mahan, 1993; Mattuck, 1976):

t

L open-oystekK, t) =i /t VikG™ (11, t1 — 1) G (k, 1 — t))G{ (I, t2 — ta) dty (24)
0

The difference between the bubble process that may represent the static Zeno effect

(Aharonov and Vardi, 1980; Faccht al, 1999) (when repeated a large number

of times), and the open-oyster process, that may be regarded as an example of

the dynamic Zeno effect (Faccét al, 1999) (when performed many times), can

be understood in the following way (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980; Faettdl,

1999): Suppose we have a family of states denotegt asherek =0, 1, 2,...n,

such thatgpg = v (0), wherey (0) is the initial state of the quantum system. We

assume that successive states differ infinitesimally from one another, so that we

have (¢« 1 1|¢x) ~ 1. Denoting, as before, the total finite time of theepeated

interactions byt(— tp), and the time it takes to perform each such interactiogtby

we haveit = @ Now, the open-oyster interaction may be regarded as, actually,

projecting the evolving wave function at the tifge= kst on the state,. So when

n becomes very large in the limit of the Zeno effect we obtain actuafty = ¢,,.

This is the dynamic Zeno effect of (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980; Faetchli, 1999).

The static Zeno effect is the special case wiee: ¢o = v (0) for all k.
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F.‘?

Fig. 2. The right hand side of the figure shows the fundamental open-oyster process, and
the left hand side shows this process repeattohes over the same time interval.

If we describe this process in terms of the correlation between the different
particles of the system then in this interaction an incoming particle in &tate
performs in a simultaneous manner several tasks; (1) it strikes another particle
from statd; to statd, (2) creates a hole iR, (3) is annihilated with the hole i3,
and the particle ih leaves the system. The open-oyster interaction is written now
as

t
L open-oystetK, t) = i / Vikki G~ (11, ts — t1)G§ (11, 1 — to) G (I, t2 — t1) dty

1

° (25)
Now, since the last two equations (24) and (25) are identical to each other, except
for the subscripts of the potentidl, we concentrate our attention on Eq. (25) with
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the understanding that what we say about it holds also for Eq.\g#)denotes the
interaction just described, and t8¢g's are the free propagators given by Eq. (10).

We must note again that the successive repetitions of the open-oyster interaction,
required for the discussion of the dynamic Zeno effect, are not characterized as
being identical to each other, as in the bubble process, but that each such funda-
mental interaction begins from the point (state) in which the former interaction
ends. Thus, we have to take into account the path that connects each two such
neighbouring interactions. This connecting path is, of course, the free propagator
Gg(k, t —t1). Substituting now from Eq. (10) into Eq. (25), and assuming that
Vikk does not depend drwe obtain

t
Lopen—oyste(ka t) =i / Vikk G™ (1, tg — t1) e le(i—to) g-ia(t—t) dy

to

~ Vi oiat-a) e i(&—elt _ g—i(e—ebo

—i(ex —€)

e—iek(t—to) _ e—ifl (t—to)
= Vikki - (26)
—i(ex — @)

Where we have used the value of 1 farG (I, t; — t;). Using Eq. (25) we write
for thenth order open-oyster process

t 1 to th—1
n —
L open-oystefK: ) = / / / / Viakkk Vigkikiks - - - Vigka 1kn 1k -
th Jto Jio to

. e*iEk(tlfto) e*ifkl(b*h) e’iekz(tS*tZ) o e*iékn,l(tn *tn—l)e*ifki (t*tn).

t
cdy dtydtg. .. dt, = (V)" e (wt—ed) / e (@)l gty

to

t1 . to .
/ e iy —aQ)t dtz/ e (@)t dts

to to

3 /tn_l e ek —€n)tn dt,, (27)
to

where we have assumed that for langal the potentials that transfer the system be-
tween two neighbouring states are equal to each other, thatig, = Viokkk, =

-+ =Vik,_k,_ = V. Carrying out then integrals of the last equation we obtain

an expression with2! terms, each of which is a fraction with a numerator that is

a difference of exponentials in the energig® multiplied by the timeg;, and the
denominator is a multiplication of different factors. This2! terms expression

can be grouped into different groups in which the number of terms are arranged
as 1+ z;zg”—2> 2'. All the terms of the same group have the same numerator up to
a sign, but a different denominator, so we can reduce the number of all the terms of
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each group to 1 by taking the common denominator of all the terms that belong to
the same group. In such a way the total number of terms of the original expression
is reduced from 2! to n. Thus, we obtain

anen oyste(k t)

(m=n-1) (_)I (efi(GkJrékn*Gkn,m)(t*to) _ e*iékn (Ifto))

= (V)" Z Ciy l_[i(i=:0n_(m+l)) (ékz p )l—[(l =n-1)

m=0 (i=n—m) (ekn -m 6|<i+1)
(28)

It can be seen that all the numerators of the last equation are differences of
sines and cosines, whereas each one of the correspondiegominators is a
product ofn factors that are differences of energies. Whea very large, which
we always assume in this work, we haye~ ¢ ,, (since neighbouring states differ
infinitesimally), so in this limit we have at least two factors in each denominator
that tend to zero. Thus, although all théerms of Equation (28) are multiplied by
the factorV" (V is a probability amplitude that satisfies<Ov < 1) we obviously
have lim-. o Lgpen-oyster= ©-

We are interested, as in the bubble case, in the repetitions to all orders of
L Gpen- Oysterfrom Eqg. (28). Beginning from this equation it is not hard to obtain
the various orders dfgp,. oyster So, if we take the infinite series (that denotes the
various orders of the repetmons procesk] open- oysteh @dding and subtracting 1,
and taking the relation lif1, o0 L gpen-oyster= 0© iNto account we obtain, using the
Dyson’s equation, for the general probability amplitude in the Zeno limit

fi
“m P open- oyste(k t) = “m (Lorggn oyster+ 1-1+ I-open -oyster

free
+ Lopen oyster ) - “m (Lopen -oyster 1

1 free
: W) = Coome 1 (29
nggn 0ysterls the amplitude for our system to begin in some specific initial state

¢ at the timety, and end in another different stape at the timet without any
interaction whatever on our system. This no-interaction process is obviously zero
if the final state is different from the initial one (see, for example, Mahan, 1993;
Mattuck, 1976), so we obtain for thprobability of the open-oyster process in the
Zeno limit

2
Ilm | open- oysteL =1 (30)

Thus, we see that in this limit we obtain for the open-oyster process a probability
of unity to end at a specific prescribed state different from another specific initial
one.
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We now show that we have no excited state energies for the open-oyster
process in the Zeno limit. For this purpose we must find, in this limit, the poles of
the propagatoPypen-oystetk, W) which is the Fourier transform of the propagator
Popen-oystelK, t) given by Eq. (29). Thus, using the Fourier transform procedure,

multiplying by e~*(=%) (Mattuck, 1976), and using lim, o Liee, oyse=0 We
obtain

1

oo
n“_)moo I:’c?pen—oyste(kv W) = _/0 d(t - t0) e|(w+|8)(t—to) = mv (31)
where thés is, as in Eq. (21) (see the discussion after Eq. (21)), an infinitesimal
guantity that satisfie®- oo = 0o, ands - c= 0, wherec is some finite number. This
3 has been introduced in order to have a finite result for the exponent of Eq. (31) in
the limit (t — tp) — oo (see Appendix | in (Mattuck, 1976)). From the last equation
we obtain that the poles of i, oo Popen-oystefK: W), Which are the excited energy
states of the physical system are

ggiﬂ oyster= (32)

That is, there exists no excited energy states in the Zeno limit of the open-oyster
process. The reason, as we have remarked, is the absence of local repetitions in the
version we have adopted here for the open-oyster process. That is, we discuss here
a process in which the state of the particle that leaves the system is different from
the state of the one that enters. And when this process is repeated the initial state of
the entering particle in the repeated process is the final state of the leaving particle
in the former one. Thus, this process is not locally repeated, and this absence of
repetitions entails the absence of excited states for the system. That is, all the
energies of theN + 1-particle system are equal, in the Zeno limit, to each other
and to the ground state energy of tNeparticle system (see Mattuck, 1976, p.
41). In contrast to this situation, when we have local repetitions of some process,
then we have excited states of the physical system. That is, if the selective series
of this process is composed of repeated to all order terms like the Hartree selective
series of the bubble process, then excited states are obtained (see Eq. (23)). Many
more additional excited states are obtained when this summation to all orders is
over then-times repetitions of this process as we have obtained for the bubble
process in the former section (see Eq. (21)). Now, if we discuss this open-oyster
process from the conventional point of view (Mattuck, 1976) where the energy of
the leaving particle is the same as that of the entering one, and the summation to all
orders is over the once-performed open-oyster process and not oveh tiraes
repetitions of it, then we obtain for the,g e (Mattuck, 1976)

Wpole = €k + Vikki — 16, (33)

whereVikk is the physical interaction that generates this open-oyster interaction.
Thatis, the excited state energies of the system are determined by these repetitions,
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as has been remarked in (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980) (see the discussion after
Eq. (21))

We must note that the result of Eq. (30) is obtained not only for the open-
oyster case, but also for any other arbitrary interaction for which the amplitude
M to ends in a specific state different from the initial one satidfles 1. If we
denote the propagator (the full propagator, not the free one) of such interaction
by Pzeno its free propagator b¥qee, and adding and subtracting 1 the propagator
takes the following form

M Preno= liM (Pree—1+1+M"+ M+ M* +...)
n—o00 n—oo

. 1

In obtaining the result of Eq. (34) we made use of the facts Byat=0, and

M > 1 sothatlim_ ., M" = co. We see, therefore, that also for the general case,
where the system reaches at the tiraalifferent state from that in which it started,

we get a probability of 1 in the dense measurement limit. Thus, we see that the
Zeno effect (Aharonov and Vardi, 1980; Facettial, 1999, Itancet al,, 1990;
Misra and Sudarshan, 1977; Simonius, 1978) may be effective in the framework
of quantum field theory.

4. CONCLUDING REMARKS

We show that the Zeno effect may be discussed also in the context of quantum
field theory. We have used in Section 2 the Dyson’s equation and the bubble
example to demonstrate the static Zeno effect, in which the initial and final states
of the system are the same. In Section 3 we have used the open-oyster example and
the Dyson’s equation to demonstrate the dynamic Zeno effect, in which the initial
and final states of the system are different. In this work the Dyson’s equation has
been used to infinitely sum to all orders over thémes repetitions of these two
processes. It has been shown in Sections 2 and 3 that the probability amplitudes
to find the final state of the system identical to the initial one in the bubble case,
or different in the open oyster case tend both to unity as the number of repetitions
n becomes large.

We have found in Section 2 that repeating the bubble process a large number
of times in a finite total time results in obtaining a large number (cut) of additional
excited energy states that emerge only because of these repetitions. By this we have
corroborated the same conclusion arrived to by Aharonov and Vardi with respect to
spin rotation. We have found, accordingly, in Section 3 for the open-oyster process
that the absence of any repetition results in the absence of excited state energies.
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